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Preparing for College Applications



Welcome!

●Introduction
●College Panel
●Affording College
●Competitive college applications 
●Preparing for the application process
●Social-emotional health
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Wolfpack at a Glance
36,000+
25,000+

35
15:1
84%

94%

Total number of students
Undergraduate students
Average class size
Student to faculty ratio
Proportion of classes with 
fewer than 50 students
First-year retention rate

#1
Best Public College for

Your Money in NC
(Money)

Connect With Us
go.ncsu.edu/interest-form

Justin Richardson
undergrad-admissions@ncsu.edu

#6
Best Value Public

Institution in the U.S.
(U.S. News & World Report)

Student organizations
Study-abroad opportunities
Varsity sports in NCAA 
Division I athletics
Fraternities and sororities
Air Force, Army and Navy
ROTC

700+
230+

23

49
3

Top Majors
Engineering First-Year
Exploratory Studies
Business
Life Sciences First-Year
Animal Science
Psychology
Chemistry
Fashion and Textile Management
Political Science
Environmental Sciences

Dates and Deadlines
Early Action 
November 1 - application deadline
January 30 - notification date

Regular Decision 
January 15 - application deadline
March 30 - notification date



FAQs for College Panel
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Linda Brannan
WCPSS Financial Aid Advisor Program

Lbrannan@wcpss.net



Just Do It!
● College costs money – Lots of $$$$
● FAFSA & CSS Profile applications – “Gateway to Financial Aid”
● Colleges have “priority deadlines” for financial aid – some as 

early as 11/1, so be sure to check colleges’ websites
● FAFSA opens 10/1 each year – complete it early!
● Lastly…don’t procrastinate…getting started early can pay 

dividends later on!

Get All $$$ You Can Get – Complete the applications before 
the deadlines!

BEWARE of Scholarship SCAMS

Beware of Scholarship Scams (cappex.com)

Beware of Scholarship Scams and Financial Aid Fraud

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://www.cappex.com/articles/money/beware-of-scholarship-scams
https://www.savingforcollege.com/article/beware-of-scholarship-scams-and-financial-aid-fraud


RISING SENIORS…IT’S GO TIME!

● Complete your final financial aid planning
● Start looking for scholarships

○ Scholarship Search Resources
○ AFHS Scholarship Document (list of 

scholarships updated throughout the year)

● Explore all Options for Financing College
● FAFSA/CSS Profile application tax year is 2 

years prior to your college entrance date
○ Ex: College entrance is 2023 -–> 

FAFSA/CSS Profile application 
information is based on 2021 tax year

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZfsz1xtIRqbH41cKddcClMhNIlno0I4/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LuSqVVaC3OAtd-FeZ-IXPgKCspyiBH2EoX5J63L_41o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LuSqVVaC3OAtd-FeZ-IXPgKCspyiBH2EoX5J63L_41o/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qXKbXcaAxiv2uZdVMoQlPEavBZR1ItBX/view?usp=sharing
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


7 Tips for a Successful Financial Aid Season



● Sign-Up Genius for appointments – opens in September each year
○ “Make an Appointment” (AFHS Student Services website)

● Fall semester: mainly graduating students
● Spring semester: both graduating students and Juniors (rising seniors)

● Work Schedule: September – April each year
● Part-time: 2-3 days per week
● Serve 3 High Schools: Apex Friendship, Apex & Green Hope
● Meetings are virtual through Google Meet unless arranged otherwise

● Best way to communicate is via email – Lbrannan@wcpss.net

How to Contact Linda Brannan

https://www.wcpss.net/Page/36544


Factors Considered in College Admissions

● Essays

● Extra curricular activities

● Letters of recommendation

● Academic Rigor

● GPA/ Class Rank

● Test Scores

Academic Performance          Personal Characteristics       



Academic Performance
Transcript

❖ Do course selections and class performance demonstrate 
➢ Preparation for college level work? 
➢ Student took advantage of available rigor/ choose to challenge themselves?

❖ Level of academic rigor looked for depends on the college/program
❖ Senior schedule

Test Scores
❖ UNC System schools test-optional through Fall 2024
❖ For test-optional schools, scores can only enhance application
❖ Students are encouraged to test
❖ Not all schools are test optional 

What is the 
potential for 
success in the 
college 
classroom?

June 4 next SAT 
(5/5 registration 
deadline)
June 11 next ACT 
(5/6 registration 
deadline)

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat
https://www.act.org/
https://www.act.org/


Showcasing Personal Characteristics

Student Resume
Activity List
Honors/Awards
Experiences, skills, talents
Interests

Letters of Recommendation
Provides additional context
Teacher vs. Counselor LOR
Anecdotes are helpful-- provide 
specifics

Essays
Thoughtful reflection
Who are you?
What’s your story?
Why this major?
Why this college? 

Who are you 
and how will 
you contribute 
to a campus 
community?



College / Scholarship Essays - Helpful Hints
Every summer, I volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity building homes. I am an assistant to 
a site supervisor, help with site clean up, and 
serve as  a runner for materials. 

As a volunteer with  Habitat for Humanity, I 
learned the value of teamwork and what it 
means to come together for your community. I 
recall one weekend where everything seemed to 
go wrong with the construction project. I had to 
step into several roles in which I had no 
experience. However, I was up for the challenge 
and was able to demonstrate…..

The person I admire the most is my father. My 
father had a difficult childhood. He has worked 
hard his whole life and is now a successful 
business owner. My father is kind to everyone 
he meets and he is my biggest hero.

The person I admire the most is my father. He 
instilled in me a strong work ethic which I apply 
to my school work, athletics, and part-time job. 
At my part-time job, my manager noticed that I 
would pick up extra shifts and would often 
assist newer staff members. I was offered a 
promotion because of…..

VS

VS



When and How Will You Apply?

Early Action, Early Decision, Regular Decision 

CFNC.org 
All common information saved and applied to each application
Free application week in October
Create an Account - RDS, send transcripts to NC schools

Common App 
All common information saved and applied to each application
Can create an account any time, complete demographic info
August 1st: start working on college specific questions
Great tool to organize a college list, including application requirements

https://www.cfnc.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/


Common App Requirements Grid



Summer To-Do List

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiwG_SELB4OQutEDYqyGoWOj-nNV9d52/view?ts=6272ad30




Avoid ● Tunnel vision & catastrophic thinking
● Comparing to others

Change the Conversation ● Enjoy the “now”
● Focus on mental health and well-being

Validate - but do not fix
● Acknowledge feelings and reassure
● Allow for the chance to build resiliency

Manage Expectations ● Dream - Match - Safe Schools → 5 - 8 schools 
● What can I get from the school?

College Planning - Senior Year and Social-Emotional Health



Class of 2023 **ACTION REQUIRED**
As of 2020, state law mandates that ALL seniors must have their second Meningitis 
vaccination before they begin their senior year. 

Please submit a copy of your immunizations, showing the Meningitis vaccinations, via 
email to: apexfriendshiphs-student-sevices@wcpss.net or you can fax to: 
919-694-0525. 

This proof must be received from each rising senior BEFORE the first day of the 
2022-23 school year.  Link to Meningitis vaccination information, K-12 Health 
Requirements.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d7IZsyJOb3gloWv92fdMc6u6QLfkJ47J/view
mailto:apexfriendshiphs-student-sevices@wcpss.net


THANK YOU!!

Stay Informed
★ AFHS Student Services website
★ Follow us on social media: 

○ Twitter: @AFHSstudentserv 
○ Instagram: @ afhsannouncements

★ Google Classroom 
★ Weekly Email Updates for Seniors
★ Homerooms
★ Fall college presentations

Not getting messages 
from the school or 
Wake County?

https://www.wcpss.net/domain/13891

